An analysis of the 1987 list of IARC-identified human carcinogens and the correlated animal studies.
The thesis that the use of long-term, appropriately conducted and interpreted laboratory studies with rats and/or mice to test materials for potential carcinogenicity in humans is supported by the evidence on human carcinogens developed by Working Groups of the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) is examined by a review of the Working Group reports on IARC-designated human carcinogens. The conclusion from that review is that the list of carcinogens does not constitute a sufficiently diverse group of agents to warrant a generalization; nor do the correlated animal studies justify the implied claim that most human carcinogens are demonstrated animal carcinogens, when the test for animal carcinogenicity is a properly conducted and interpreted study with rats and/or mice.